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In one of the most consequential presidential elections in recent history, Colombians elected Iván Duque as their next

president by a healthy twelve-point margin on June 17. In line with most predictions and election polls, uribismo

regained power for the rst time since former President Álvaro Uribe left of ce in 2010.

Unlike the 2014 election, where the peace process with the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) was

arguably the de ning issue, debates around this year’s presidential elections re ected an evolving set of priorities for

Colombians. Polls (https://www.rcnradio.com/politica/la-gran-encuesta-salud-desempleo-y-seguridad-los-temas-mas-

importantes-para-de nir-voto) consistently placed (https://noticias.caracoltv.com/colombia-decide-2018/desempleo-

corrupcion-y-salud-los-temas-que-mas-preocupan-los-colombianos-encuesta-invamer) economic growth,

employment, and the ght against corruption among the top-of-mind issues for Colombians ahead of the elections,

re ecting active concerns by the average Colombian about quality of life.

With president-elect Duque set to take of ce on August 7 with healthy majorities in Congress, what can we expect from

his presidency? How will he reactivate an economy that is just starting to recover from the deceleration experienced

since the 2014 drop in oil prices?

Debates around this year’s elections
reflected an evolving set of priorities for Colombians.

In this Spotlight, we ask: What are the top
five issues President-elect Duque should
prioritize in his first one hundred days in
office?

Jumpstarting economic growth with Colombia now
an OECD member

1

Jobs and economic growth were two of the most pressing concerns for Colombians during the elections. This is

unsurprising, given that economic growth has gradually decreased. While the Colombian economy grew at a rate of over

4.5 percent between 2004 and 2014, the rate has halved in recent years, ending at 1.8 percent in 2017. This is due to a

series of factors, but mainly the economy’s reliance on the oil and mining sectors, and unsustainable high prices.
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Read More

Increasing state presence in rural areas and
securing resources for peace accord
implementation

2

Peace accord implementation is chugging along, albeit at a very slow pace. While Duque has expressed structural

disagreements toward the FARC agreement, his criticism has revolved mainly around transitional justice and

punishment for FARC leadership. Implementation of many of the reforms, therefore, should continue to advance.

President-elect Duque will be faced with two key challenges: increasing state presence in rural areas previously

controlled by the FARC and securing resources for implementation.

Read More

Reforming the state to fight corruption and improve
decentralization

3

Colombia has been hard-hit by recent corruption scandals, including the so-called Gown Cartel

(https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/judicial/el-cartel-de-la-toga-un-escandalo-aun-vigente-articulo-732538), the

wide-reaching Odebrecht scandal, and the theft of resources from a government school nutrition program. Citizens

have rightfully expressed indignation over such pervasive corruption within the state and the lack of accountability,

making it an oft-discussed issue throughout the presidential run. Duque recognized this on the campaign trail, saying

(http://www.eltiempo.com/elecciones-colombia-2018/presidenciales/ivan-duque-dice-que-no-habra-bene cios-para-

corruptos-205982) “there should not be a single concession for corrupt politicians.”

Read More

Mitigating the domestic impact of the Venezuelan
migrant/refugee crisis and taking a leadership role
on the world stage to push for a return to
democracy in Venezuela

4

The Venezuelan crisis was a hot topic during the presidential election. Local institutions in Colombia will be

increasingly strained as the situation in Venezuela deteriorates even further, making it imperative for President-elect

Duque to put forward a comprehensive strategy that properly attends to Venezuelan migrants and refugees, while also
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safeguarding the needs of Colombians. Duque should also adopt a leadership role on the world diplomatic stage to press

for a return to democracy in Venezuela.

Read More

Continuing and consolidating the process of fiscal
adjustment

5

Most of the above-mentioned issues will require signi cant investments – with success here tied to the country’s

impending scal adjustment. The 2014 reduction in oil prices led to a sharp drop in public revenue at a time when

government spending had steadily increased.

Read More

Conclusion

The election of Iván Duque comes at a time of great promise for Colombia. But he will have his work cut out for him

upon taking of ce on August 7. Implementation of his priorities will require effective congressional action,

collaboration with civil society organizations, and critical investment from the private sector. Building coalitions and

seeking compromise to overcome political polarization deepened by the election will be essential. With tremendous

opportunities to further catapult Colombia onto the world economic and political stage, this is undoubtedly a critical

moment for Colombia to consolidate its achievements and carve out its future path.
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